The photos in picture are
from previous editions of
Photo Challenge.
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A guide to
It’s still a popular escape from city
you’re not a resident, the destination
ack in the day, prosperous Philadelphians escaped summer
heat by heading to
Chestnut Hill, a small village set on a hill 10 miles
northwest that was far
breezier than the low-lying
city. The village is now part
of Philly, but has managed
to keep its small-town
charm with cobblestone
streets, historic homes and
a lively Main Street lined
with shops and cafes.
It’s also still synonymous
with wealthy city folk.
“This is not a transient
community,” says Marilou
Buffum, a realtor with
Eichler & Moffly Realtors
who specializes in northwest Philadelphia. “There’s
a real mixture of people,
but there are fewer young,

B
Spend the day and do a little shopping —and croissant
hunting! — on Germantown Avenue.

Quoted

“There’s just a
certain energy
about it. The
buildings are
beautiful, it’s
pedestrian-friendly,
and it has a really
vibrant feel — but
still has that smalltown accessibility.”
SHARON SHERMAN

REGISTE R
NOW!

LET THE
WORLD SEE
YOUR PHOTOS!

Sign-up for Metro’s annual Global
Photo Challenge. Submit your photos
and enter for a chance to win as the
best local, national and Global Photo
Challenge Photographer of 2011!
You could win a new lens, camera or
even a trip to anywhere in the world.
Plus, this year when you submit your
photos you’ll have the opportunity to
make money for your work!

Sierra Thomas, Esq.
Friends Rehabilitation Program, Inc.
215-825-8800 x110
sthomas@frpinc.org
www.smtownhomes.com

Go to metrophotochallenge.com

59% of Metro readers
own their own home.
Source: Scarborough R2 2010

ADVERTISE WITH US: contact James McDonald
at 215-717-2600 or james.mcdonald@metro.us
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Chestnut Hill
living — if you can aford it Even if
ofers plenty of reasons to stop by
single people like you get
in Center City.”
Not surprising, considering the average listing price
for a home in Chestnut Hill
is over $600,000, according
to Trulia.
There are a few apartment complexes geared toward students at Chestnut
Hill College, as well as a
handful of condos, Buffum
says, but most of the homes
are single-family, in the
form of townhouses, twins
and detached, stand-alone
houses.
Buffum is seeing small
townhouses start in the
mid-$200,000s, while some
of the big, high-end homes
are priced in the millions.
Much of the area, which
borders the Wissahickon
Creek, is designated a Na-

tional Historic District.
“It doesn’t feel like
you’re in a city,” says
Sharon Sherman, owner of
Empirical Point Acupuncture, a practice with locations in Center City and
Chestnut Hill.
“I always wanted to get
to Chestnut Hill,” Sherman
says. “There’s just a certain
energy about it. The buildings are beautiful, it’s
pedestrian-friendly, and it
has a really vibrant feel —
but still has that small-town
accessibility.”
RACHEL VIGODA
letters@metro.us

WWW.METRO.US/HOME
FOR MORE AREAS

10 Yr Tax Abatement
Central Air
Wall To Wall Carpet
2nd Floor Laundry Area
Off Street Parking (Car Port)
Conveniently Located
Near University Of Pennsylvania
And Drexel University
3 & 4 Bedroom Homes Available
Qualified Buyers Are Also Eligible
To Receive $10,000.00
Towards Closing Cost!

SALE PRICE
$115,000 $125,000

VISIT OUR
MODEL HOME
743 N. 40th Street

Convenient
to check out
Chestnut Hill offers
easy access to Center
City, with two Regional Rail trains passing
through. For the drivers and suburbanites,
the Schuylkill Expressway is nearby.
Sherman says that
many of her acupuncture clients drive in
from surrounding suburbs, then stick
around to check out
Chestnut Hill’s shops
and restaurants.
“It’s the type of
place where you come
to see me, then afterwards meet somebody
for lunch or check out
a store you heard
about,” she says. “It’s a
destination spot.”

Itching for city life? Just hop on the train to Center City.

Program

Rate

Points

Fees

PRUDENTIAL SAVINGS BANK

% Down

APR

Program

Rate

Points

4.625
3.875
4.625

0.000
0.000
0.000

$166
$166
$166

20%
20%
20%

% Down

APR

888-744-0554

www.prudentialsavingsbank.com

30 yr fixed
15 yr jumbo
30 yr jumbo

Fees

215-755-1500 AIMLOAN.COM

http://www.aimloan.com

4.634 30 yr fixed
3.881 15 yr fixed
4.628 10 yr fixed
5/1 ARM

3.750
3.125
3.000
2.750

0.000
0.000
0.000
0.000

$1950
$1950
$1950
$1950

20%
20%
20%
20%

3.847
3.297
3.249
3.072

30/15 Fixed Jumbo 4.375%

Apply & Lock Rate 24/7. View GFE 24/7. Call Sat/Sun till 5:00.

(C) 1834 W. Oregon Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19145

(A) 4121 Camino Del Rio South, San Diego, CA 92108, NMLS#2890,

32890

Legend: The rate and annual percentage rate (APR) are effective as of 10/3/11. © 2011 Bankrate, Inc. http://www.interest.com. The APR may increase after consummation and may vary. Payments do not include amounts for taxes and
insurance. The fees set forth for each advertisement above may be charged to open the plan (A) Mortgage Banker, (B) Mortgage Broker, (C) Bank, (D) S & L, (E) Credit Union, (BA) indicates Licensed Mortgage Banker, NYS Banking
Dept., (BR) indicates Registered Mortgage Broker, NYS Banking Dept., (loans arranged through third parties). “Call for Rates” means actual rates were not available at press time. All rates are quoted on a minimum FICO score of 700.
Conventional loans are based on loan amounts of $165,000. Jumbo loans are based on loan amounts of $435,000. Points quoted include discount and/or origination. Lock Days: 30-60. Annual percentage rates (APRs) are based on fully
indexed rates for adjustable rate mortgages (ARMs). The APR on your specific loan may differ from the sample used. Fees reflect charges relative to the APR. If your down payment is less than 20% of the home’s value, you will be subject to
private mortgage insurance, or PMI. Bankrate, Inc. does not guarantee the accuracy of the information appearing above or the availability of rates and fees in this table. All rates, fees and other information are subject to change without notice.
Bankrate, Inc. does not own any financial institutions. Some or all of the companies appearing in this table pay a fee to appear in this table. If you are seeking a mortgage in excess of $417,000, recent legislation may enable lenders in certain
locations to provide rates that are different from those shown in the table above. Sample Repayment Terms – ex. 360 monthly payments of $5.29 per $1,000 borrowed ex. 180 monthly payments of $7.56 per $1,000 borrowed. We recommend that you contact your lender directly to determine what rates may be available to you. To appear in this table, call 800-509-4636. To report any inaccuracies, call 888-509-4636. 

